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sorted till I1 was stupifledstupifiedstupefiedstupistuplfledfiedgied james boswell penned in his jour-
nal injuneinjurein june 1786 he was of course trying to arrange the mountains
of material he had collected on samuel johnson before starting the
lattersbatterslatters biography latter day saint historians have experienced
similar despair the large LDS related manuscript collections that
must be mastered have been both the boon and bane of the historians
craft

therefore scholars will presumably greet this issue of the histo-
rians corner as a mixed blessing dr roger launius who is currently
a civilian historian with the US air force military airlift command
describes an important manuscript collection that LDS scholars have
scarcely mined the papers of the american home missionary soci-
ety AHMS located at the amisteadaminsteadAmistead research center in new orleans
louisiana help to illustrate mormonism throughout its nineteenth
century hegira written by congregational presbyterian dutch
reformed and associate reformed frontier ministers the LDS
related papers in the AHMS collection provide an outside and not
always friendly view of the saints consequently they help to ex-
plain the negative image of nineteenth century mormonism a con-
tinuing interest of present day scholars
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historians of american religion have long known of the wealth of
material contained in the collection of the american home mission-
ary society AHMS located at the amisteadaminsteadAmistead research center the

roger launius a civilian historian with the military airlift command united states air force has recently
finished a two volume dissertation at louisiana state university on joseph smith 111IIIlii
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